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Original Title: USA mot Al-Arian 

A strong, thought-provoking, critically acclaimed 
and award-winning documentary on freedom of 
speech and political persecution.

A NIGHTMARE COME TO LIFE

“A passionate activist and pro-Palestinian, profes-
sor Sami Al-Arian was charged with terrorism and 
held in prison without trial for two and a half years. 
‘USA vs Al-Arian’ is an intimate family portrait that 
documents the strain brought on by Al-Arian’s 
trial, a battle waged both in court and in the media. 
A tight-knit family unravels before our very eyes as 
trial preparations, strategy and spin consume their 
lives. This is a nightmare come to life, as a man is 
prosecuted for his beliefs rather than his actions. 
Director Line Halvorsen presents democracy in a 
new light in a post-9/11 culture of fear, “security 
measures” trump free speech and punishment is 
meted out in the name of protection.” 

HotDocs 

A DAMNING PORTRAIT

“[...] eye-opening docu “USA vs Al-Arian” throws 
the spotlight on a justice system shanghaied by 
the Patriot Act, leaving a deeply sympathetic family 
frayed but not quite broken. […] Norwegian helmer 
Line Halvorsen constructs a damning portrait of 
the case by focusing on the trial’s emotional toll.”

Variety

H  B O N U S  M A T E R I A L  H

n Commentary by director Line Halvorsen, Leena Al-Arian, Abdullah Al-Arian and producer Jan Dalchow
n USA vs Al-Arian, short version (52 min) n Featurette: What happened after the sentencing (2006-2009)

n Interview: Sami Al-Arian, Orient Road Jail, Feb 2006 n Short: Look For Me – The Children of Gaza (dir. Tone Andersen) 
n Interview with Laila Al-Arian, Democracy Now! September 2008 (www.democracynow.org) n 1h 52 min total
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A family facing  
charges of terrorism

fights for truth and justice 
in America.
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Documentary        Colour –  1h 38min
DVD-10, SS DL, Single Sided Double Layer disc
Region 0 – Region Free , NTSC
Prod. Year 2007, 2009 (extra material) 
Aspect Ratio: 16:9 Widescreen
Language: English, some Arabic
Subtitles:  English, Spanish, French, 
German, Italian, Arabic
Suitable for persons of 11 years and over.
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Warning: The copyright owner has licensed the film (including its soundtrack) 
comprised within this disc for private home use only. All other rights, including 
institutional/educational rights, are reserved. Any unauthorized copying, editing, 
exhibition, renting, exchanging, hiring, lending, public performance, diffusion 
and/or broadcast of this disc or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and any such 
action establishes liability for civil action and may give rise to criminal prosecution. DALCHOWS VERDEN IN CO-PRODUCTION 

WITH ON-LINE HALVORSEN AND NRK  PRESENTS 
A LINE HALVORSEN FILM “USA VS AL-ARIAN”  WITH SAMI AL-ARIAN  NAHLA AL-ARIAN  
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